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Welcome Back to WMHS!

Mr. Kevin Smith
Written by Lathan Falls and Eli Schenks

Our new principal of Wood
Memorial High School, Kevin
Smith, has high hopes for the
school year. He graduated
from Springs Valley High
School in 1977. He attended
Oakland City University and
received his masters and is
currently working on his
doctorate. During his life he
has been involved in the
following: sports broadcasting,
sports writer, an IHSAA Official,
varsity baseball coach, all the
way down to a grocery store
manager.
Mr. Smith is very involved
with keeping himself fit and
healthy. He rides bikes, and
likes to get all the strength and
cardio training he can. He
holds athletics very high on his
list, but wants to be known as
an education-based athletic
program

program before anything else
When asked why he
wanted this job at Waldo J, he
said, “To be with a wonderful
group of students and a staff
ready to soar to a higher level
of educational success.” Mr.

Smith’s goals this year are to
be a resource for the students,
faculty,
and
even
the
community on a personal level.
He
commented,
“I
am
committed to challenge each of
us to raise our expectations to
the highest level. We must
expect more of ourselvescharacter, instruction, and
learning-- if we are to move to
be the best of the best on the
basis of educational success.”
He has many passions but
faith and family come first and
foremost. His two grandsons,
Elliot and Oliver, music,
baseball, and learning are
things he loves as well. Mr.
Smith
said
this,
“John
Wooden’s favorite quote came
from Ghandi; Learn as if you
were to live forever; Live as if
you were to die tomorrow.”

Pokémon Go
Written by Tyler Fleisher and Dalton Robinson

Pokémon Go is a free to
download Mobile App. It allows
users to walk around and catch
“Pokémon” while going outside
for exercise.
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What is your favorite thing
about the game?
Makayla Stocker: “You have to
go outside to play it”.
Do you think the game
promotes exercise?
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Mr. Shoultz: “Yes, for people
who like the game”.
What is your favorite of the
three teams? Team Mystic,
Valor, or Instinct?
Eli Schenks: “Team Instinct”
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New Teachers at Wood Memorial
Written by Alex Bates and Chatta Owen

Ms. Laramy Parke
Ms. Laramy Parke is one of
the many new teachers that
have come to Wood this year.
Initially, she filled in for Mrs.
Harris, teaching biology and
advanced
environmental
science. However, once she
found the junior high and high
school health positions were
available,
she
took
the
opportunity to use her health
and physical education degree
to teach her passion: nutrition,
health, physical fitness, and
sports.
Her first impression of the
school came when she
attended it, as she is also a
Wood alumni. She genuinely
enjoys
the
environment,
faculty, students, and the
memories she was able to build
there as a student. Now she
looks forward to providing
students with a great health
education while they build upon
theirs. Her outlook for the year
is that it will be the best year
yet.
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Ms. Lauren Norvell

Ms. Lauren Norvell, a
recently-employed teacher at
Wood Memorial High School,
instructs biology and advanced
environmental science. She is
a Wood alumni, and she
teaches with her two aides,
Skylar and Sesame (an
American Kestrel and Eastern
box turtle, respectively). She
has chickens, rabbits, cats,
dogs, three children, and
raptors. When asked what her
first impression of the school
and the students was, Ms.
Norvell said that she noticed
they were about the same as
they were when she went here.
She feels her motivation,
desire to seek excellence,
thoroughness and organization
have helped her come this far.
Though she feels there is a
definite
difference
in
motivation, Ms. Norvell has
said she looks forward to
raising the bar and forming a
personal relationship with her
students. Her advice for firsttime students? Give your best,
and she’ll give hers.
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Ms. Leslie Jordan
This year, there has been a
flood of new teachers, including
Ms. Jordan. She is the new
teacher for senior government
and junior high history. She
came to Wood because she
likes the area, but also because
her friend, Mrs. Blackgrove,
had raved about the school.
She comes from Jasper, and
she is an IUPUI alumni.
When asked about the first
thing she noted about the
school, she commented on
how nice everyone is. After
working
in
inner-city
Indianapolis, this comes as no
surprise to us, but I digress.
She has three years of
teaching experience, and her
favourite part about the school
so far is how hard-working,
nice, and cooperative everyone
is. Her outlook for the year?
That things will be turned
around and that history will
become fun for her students.
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New Student Policies at WMHS
Written by Sydney Corn and Brandon Skidmore

This school year, there
have been many changes to
the school's student handbook.
These changes include the
new policies: Sustained Silent
Reading
(SSR),
schedule
changes, updating to the
grading scale, Trojan Pride,
allowing students to eat lunch
on the track, and even some
modifications to the dress
code. These new policies and
changes are all thanks to our
new principal, Kevin Smith.
Mr. Smith was asked why
he decided to include SSR. He
felt that students needed to be
provided the opportunity to
improve their reading skills. He
believes reading for fifteen
minutes in the morning helps
students get in the right frame
of mind. He also stated that
there have been other schools
that have done this, and it was
successful there.
When asked about Trojan
Pride and its purpose, Smith
explained
that
it
gives
opportunities for students to get
help from teachers. It can also
be used for club meetings,
teacher meetings, study time,
test retaking, pep rallies, and
anything else that is needed.
The new grading scale
now allows for students to have
an A+ if you have a 99-100
percent. Smith was asked him
why
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why A+’s were added to the
grading scale and he explained
that the addition of the A+ to the
grading scale will motivate the
A students to strive to be even
better, and to become an A+
student. Mr. Smith also
statedthat he worked with the
National
Honor
Society
Students over the summer on
how to improve the grading
scale, and it was the students
that made the suggestion to
add the A+ to the grading scale.
Many
students
have
questioned the new dress code
rules that don’t allow book
bags, gym bags, purses, coats
and athletic jackets in the
classroom. He explained that
these new dress code rules are
there for safety reasons. The
bags take up space, could be a
problem if there is an
emergency, and they can get in
the way of students and
teachers walking through the
classroom.
Students are now allowed
to go out on the track during
lunch. Smith said that he knows
some students get bored in the
lunchroom if they finish eating
early, and that some students
don’t like sitting inside the
whole time so this gives them
the opportunity to get outside
and get some fresh air and
exercise. He reminds students
that
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that this is a closed campus,
and students are only allowed
to go to the track, and are not
allowed to leave the school
until the school day is finished
Students are now allowed
to have phones out during
lunch, and in the four-minute
passing period. Mr. Smith
explained that he wants there
to be a trust between student
and teacher. If the teachers are
allowed to have their phones
then the students should
beallowed to have phones as
well. He also understands that
if there is an emergency, the
students would prefer to have
their phones with them.
Some
students
are
confused about the new bell
schedule and why there are
four-minute passing periods.
Mr. Smith explained that the
bell schedule is the way it is
because he wanted to make
sure we had time for SSR in the
morning and Trojan Pride in the
afternoon. These times were
not picked for any particular
reason other than that it was
just the way it worked out.
The final question Mr. Smith
was asked was how are these
changes going to affect the
school. He believes that these
changes will help change the
school for the better, and
improve students’ education.
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Faculty Babies
Written by Abby Passwaiter

Over the summer a few of our teachers added new additions to their families. Even with their new
busy lives, Mr. Shoultz, Mrs. Kolb, and Mrs. Poteet had a few minutes to answer some questions. Mrs.
Elpers was unreachable, and was not able to answer the questions. Mrs. Elpers had the only girl, Allie
Elizabeth, while Mr. Shoultz, Mrs. Kolb, and Mrs. Poteet all had boys.

Mr. Shoultz:
Name: Cooper Robert Shoultz
Length & Weight: 7 lbs 4 oz
Emotions: Really excited and
relieved
He also has another child,
Mabry, who is 11 years old.

Mrs. Kolb:
Name: Boone Edward Kolb
Length & Weight: 6 lbs 6 oz
and 20” long
Emotions: “Having a baby is
hard work but I’ve really
enjoyed my time at home with
him.”
This is their first child.

Mrs. Poteet:
Name: Mackley Vinn Poteet
Length & Weight: 7 lbs 4 oz
and 20.5” long
Emotions: Really excited
They have another boy,
Madden, who is 2 years old.

New Tennis Courts

Fall Pep Session

Written by Tyler Fleisher and Dalton Robinson

`Written by Emily Smith

Dr. Brewster was asked for his thoughts
about the new tennis courts that are currently
being built. “I’m excited about it. Obviously they
need to be replaced, they were in bad shape and
for us to continue to have tennis we need to have
good tennis courts and when they are finished
they will be nice tennis courts.” Concerning the
time for the courts to be finished, he commented
“We will be ready to play of them in the spring
for the girls season”. The tennis team is
practicing at Oakland City University and playing
all of their matches on the road this fall.
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This year was the fifth year of the fall pep
session. During the pep session, all fall sports
teams and players were introduced. Human tictac-toe was played. Mr. Smith, the new principal,
participated in the human tic-tac-toe, playing for
the girls soccer team. Though everybody tried
their hardest, the volleyball team won the human
tic-tac-toe.
Each year there is a pep session it gets
bigger and better, and everybody looks forward
to it. The pep session will be a tradition that is
hopefully carried on for years to come.
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Boys Soccer
Written by Austin Allen

The 2016 boys’ soccer
season looks promising. The
team’s captains and coach
were
interviewed.
Tristan
Vickers commented, “We have
a solid team this year. We
have done more conditioning in
practice to prepare for the long
season ahead. State bound!”
His twin brother Spencer said,
“It feels like this will be a very
good year. We are in better
condition than usual. We have
a talented freshman class to
help the team out.” Caleb Head
stated, “We have ambitious
goals this year. I want us to win
blue chip and advance past
sectionals. We have a talented
team that could make a big run
this year.”
Coach Stolz said, “This is
one of my favorite teams that
I’ve coached in the past few
years. We have done more
preparations in the summer
than usual, such as running
more and doing more footwork
drills. I’m looking forward to the
rest of the season.”

Football
Monday, September 19: 5:30
WMHS (JV) vs Princeton
Monday, September 26: 5:30
WMHS (JV) vs Springs Valley
Monday, October 3: 6:00
WMHS (JV) vs Evansville
Bosse

Girls Soccer

Volleyball

Written by Morgan Loveless

Written by Roxane Cauwet

Coach Gomez
How do you feel about the
season?
“I feel very good about the
season. We have a very senior
heavy team. These seniors
know what to expect. I expect
they will use that knowledge to
have a very successful
season.”
Who’s going to be an asset
to the team this year?
“Brenna Maikranz will be a
huge asset to the team this
year for offense as long as she
is able to stay healthy.”
What do you expect out of
the season?
“I expect our fourth
bluechip win this year. As long
as everyone gives there best
effort that can be
accomplished. As long as
everyone stays strong and
determined the season will
take care of itself.”
Brenna Maikranz
How do you feel about
offense this season?
“I feel very confident about
the season, and I am very
determine to score. With Kayla
up front with me I think we will
be able to do great things.”
How do you feel the rest of
the team will do?
“I feel confident with
everyone in their new positions,
but only time will tell how well
we are able to do.”

This year, the volleyball
team wants more than just to
win sectionals. They want a
winning record. The team has
an amazing chemistry and
wants to improve more and
more every single day as
individuals as well as a team.
There has been "tremendous
improvement over the summer"
and Coach Powers expect the
girls to give 110% during
practices.
They have already won
their first game of the season,
this past Thursday (August 18)
and they are not going to stop.
Watch out! The volleyball team
has one goal–WINNING!!!

Boys Tennis
Written by Tyler Fleisher &
Dalton Robinson

How do you feel about the
season?
Paxon Bartley: “It’s gonna be a
great season, and definitely
going to take state.”
Do you feel like you guys have
improved since last season?
Isaiah Norrick: “Oh obviously,
we aren’t doing 500 push-ups
a practice @Cody Goodall.”
What are your goals for this
season?
Lathan Falls: “Go undefeated
or win at least three games.

Friday, October 14: 6:30
WMHS vs Crawford County
Homecoming & Senior Night
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Culinary Arts
Written by Kylie Batey and Chatta Owen

After eighteen years of
teaching simple foods classes,
Ms. Shuler has introduced a
culinary arts class, which,
unlike her nutrition and foods
classes, shifts the focus from
home kitchens into ones that
are more professional, or
commercial. In order to take the
class, a year of nutrition and
wellness must be completed as
a prerequisite.. The class, with
its focus on commercial
kitchens, discusses the chef
hierarchy,
proper cooking
procedures, and expectations.
The difficulty differs based on
experience, but Ms. Shuler
confirmed it shouldn’t be too
difficult if one is familiar with her
foods classes.
The turnout for her first year
was nine students, a little over
half of her desired size.
However, the class is expected
to grow in size as it develops
due to its immersive syllabus.
Joining the class comes with
added benefits, such as the
ability to learn some French
culinary terminology (i.e hors
d'oeuvres). When asked about
planned activities, Ms. Shuler
confirmed that at least one field
trip is planned, with the class
going to Madeleine’s French
Fusion restaurant in Evansville.
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Food Director

Foreign Exchange

Written by Eli Schenks and Lathan Falls

Written by Jordan Badger

What are your thoughts on
the food at WMHS?
Allison thinks the food is very
nutritional and tasteful for the
price.
A regular meal, at the price
of $2.55 for 7th through 12th
graders, consists of:
1 entree, 1-2 vegetables,
1-2 fruits, 1 milk
*a minimum of 1 fruit or veggie
is required with the purchase of
a meal
Common Prices
● Aquafina bottle of water $1.50
● Scooby Snacks - $.50
● One slice of pizza - $2.55
● String Cheese - $.75
What does Allison want to
see our students partake in?
She wants the students to
participate in the breakfast that
is offered more, 100 students
partook in breakfast on 8-1816. She says that more
students
should
take
advantage of the $1.25
nutritional breakfast.
What made you want the job
offered
here
at
Wood
Memorial?
Allison has always worked in
the food industry, she wanted
to try more of the management
side of things. She was
previously a cook at OCU, and
she also has a degree in
Culinary Arts from Sullivan
University.
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What’s your goal coming to
the U.S. for this year? “I want
to do every typical American
thing (prom, football games,
etc.).
Why did you come here
specifically? “I’ve always
wanted to live the American
style”.
How are things different here
than from France? “We don’t
have the same periods every
day for school, the school in
France are like college periods
in America, only difference is
we have the same people in
every class. We get really good
food for lunch in France at my
school. There’s only three
years of high school. If you
don’t graduate than you can’t
really work anywhere except
for fast food. In France, college
is basically free compared to
the colleges here.”
Do you like your host
family?: “Yes! I’ve always
wanted sisters since I only
have one brother back home,
and here I basically have them.
I live with two other younger
girls, 8 and 5.”
Do you like the food better in
France? “It depends because
it’s so different. In France we
eat a lot more home cooked
meals there.”
Do you have a boyfriend
back home? “NO”.
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WMHS FALL SPORTS
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2016 Summer Olympics
Written by Jordan Stamper

This year, it was time for the
Olympics once again. 2016
was the summer Olympics in
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. The
U.S. was planning on making a
dominating appearance, as
they have led the medal counts
for five years running. With star
athletes such as Michael
Phelps and Simone Biles, the
U.S. had high expectations.
The U.S. had to watch out for
China, Russia, Great Britain,
and Japan, who always make
strong appearances. The full
Olympics lasted from August
3rd to August 21st this year.,
The full Olympic schedule for
Rio
includes
Archery,
Badminton, Basketball Beach
Volleyball,
Boxing,
CanoeBAdminton

Canoe/Kayak, Cycling, Diving,
Equestrian, Fencing, Field
Hockey, Golf, Gymnastics,
Handball,
Judo,
Modern
Pentathlon,
Rhythmic
Gymnastics, Rowing, Rugby,
Sailing, Shooting, Soccer,
Swimming,
Synchronized
Swimming,
Table
Tennis,
Taekwondo, Tennis, Track and

Field, Trampoline, Triathlon,
Volleyball,
Water
Polo,
Weightlifting, and wrestling.
Swimming was dominant
for the U.S., with
Michael
Phelps’
amazing
performance, earning himself
five gold medals and one silver
medal.
Katie
Ledecky,
swimming, set new world
records, and Lily King of
Evansville Indiana won a gold
medal in swimming. The U.S.
also won two gold medals in
men’s and women's basketball.
In Swimming, Track and Field,
and Gymnastics, the U.S.
dominated, winning 77 medals
in those sports alone. The U.S.
ultimately won the medal count,
with 121 overall medals.

2016-2017 WoodWorks Staff
Written by Kaiden Wethington
soldiers. They began to take personal items
from the soldiers and Meyer said he was near
the end of the line. Meyer’s fiancé had given
him a ring before he went overseas, and he
didn’t want to lose it so he placed the ring on
his necklace with his dog tag. Meyer
mentioned that he still possesses that ring.
Meyer traveled on foot or in box cars
across France and was hardly fed or had
water during that time. On August 12, 1944
Meyer reached the first camp he would attend
in Germany and also received a Red Cross
P.O.W. Parcel. His parcel held cigarettes,
chocolate, journals, powdered milk, spam and
other various items. He chuckled as he
mentioned that it was the first time he had ever
eaten spam, and he said, “It wasn’t that bad!”
he traveled to the Baltimore and Ohio railroad
Being a complete history buff, I was
The camp in Germany was in Limburg,
tracks to secure the route for President
absolutely honored to meet ninety-six years
Germany. He registered with German
Roosevelt to pass through on his way to
young Vernon Henry August Meyer. Meyer is
authorities and got a metal tag with his dog
Washington D.C. Meyer claimed that no one
a World War II P.O.W. (Prisoner of War) and
Back Row: Kylie Batey, Sydney Corn, Emily Smith, Kaleigh Ferguson, Abby Passwaiter,
Jordan Blemker,
tags.
there expected the President to be passing
his story is remarkable, humble, and
Roxane Cauwet, Morgan Loveless, and Chatta Owen. Front Row: Brandon Skidmore, Alex Bates, Austin Allen,
through, so this was an utter surprise.
inspirational. I personally think that everyone
OnStamper
September 5, 1944 Meyer and other
Tyler Fleisher, Eli Schenks,
Lathan
Falls,
Dalton
Eventually,
Meyer
boarded
the Robinson,
S.S. Georgeand Jordan
could learn a thing or two from this man.
prisoners of war were taken by rail to
Washington
to travel to Liverpool, England
Meyer was recently
invited to8 speak to the
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Moosburg, then to
a camp. Once he2,
arrived,
and
docked
on
April 20, 1944. Meyer and his
Wood
Memorial
Junior
High
seventh
grade
he recalled entering a “very dimly lit, gray,
ER 3, 2014
crew were met by welcoming civilians serving
honors class taught by Natalie Blackgrove. As
concrete building”. He said that there were
food and refreshments.
he started speaking to his very intrigued and
nozzles inside the building. He claims his first

